 FUESDAY: JUNE 2, 2009 | CHICAGO TRIBUNE

15

Saturday’s dramatic stangofl
began with a call 10 Chicagd p{ﬂi{’e
froz a Buffalo Groveanimal hospi-
tal. )

A Northwest Bide man who'd
just been told his dogbad cancer
was distraught, barely ¢oherent
and talking about killing himself,
hogpitakpersonmel sald. They were
worried.

Theman's ne}ghbors i the 3690

| block of North Tripp Avenie were

worried aswell. Sandy the Hvear-

..6ld shepherd mixthe man adeyteé
~Jomg sgo freimn 4 shelter, Was the '

only “Bamily” hehad. '

Bevias 65 retired,; otherwwe
glone and, ns Lg%lbsm sald, i the
terminal stages of lung éancer
“Funny, quirky and eecentric,”
how Angela Leventopeulos; who
. lived down the block fr_@m the) man

o Bandy was at the wt f’&r hn@e

. gurgery, but a rputine Xray Friday
had turned wp wmors on her lungs.
Tt's unclear from various accounts

whether this news sel off ormerely

hasteped what happened nsst.
JoAnn Stewart, adminisirator of
the Veterinary Specialty Center,
said the man “seemed to havea
hard time comprehending the
diagnosis” when she explained it to

i ever the Phone. Barliershe ™

said, he'd told her that fixing
Sandy’s knee was somethidghe
wanted to take care of befere he
died,

Troncoso said when he talked to

the'mian Friday night, FHeseemed 167

be under the impression that
Saridy wasn't going to live until -
morning and that he saw no reason
10 live on without her: Troncoso
satd the man felt he had exhausted
aecepiable treatment for his own
Caneern.

Fhenext part of the %tery you -
may already know: Chicago police
made a well-being check on the
manearly Saturday, When he
" didn’t respond to them, they estdb-
lished a security périmeatsr around
hishouse, fearing hemight be
artried because of what he'd beery
saying to the veterinary staff about
waniing to kill himéelf A headline-
. makmg ‘siandeff ensued. . .

R i TH e £s i oo

EricZom

e ,Cﬁaﬂg& of. SUb}ECw 20 10, cmmgmri

“the man's two-story housesome 13
. hours Yater, they found him dead ofs

an apparently selfinflicted gun-

shot wound. :
Thereason I'm not naming h;m :

isthat his next of kin, i indeed he

has any, have not been notified.

I\selgh‘%wrs on the street wherehe's

lived since 1877 said he never spskﬂ

of having any relatives, sud his

m;ﬁy other friends appéarediobe

men with whom he saidhe'd .

served in Vietnmin, But they didn’ t

really comne arcund reuch.
htewartsaid sheand veterinary

staff frried to assure the man before.

and during the standoff that his

dog's cancer otppeared isolated and

that surgery might gtw her &rmth

er year ot twe Ol : v
Troncoso wrote in an e«zmj_ “i

“don't think [hé] whderstoad after

hearing about Sandy, that he had in
his friends the strength toregain
his freedom from grief, toseek
viable medical alternatives [for

himself], and-—ifneed be- mtg dw

with dignity” =

Hthere'sa meml tothis story of
desperation, lonaliness and-anold
man’s jovefor hisdog, maybe that's
H-—thera’s more help out there
than vou know; but vou've goi to
meet it halfway

Sandy remains at the dnmaaa_

. hospital awaiting surgery and

then, perhaps a new home, The
man's body remains at the Cook
County medical examiner’s office,
unclaimed.

Qhang’e"ﬁf Subject

To comiment on.this column
or read Fric Zorn's blog,
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